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Q.E.D.
j . E. M O R P U R G O

onajtt wmi up Oxford
tc the nuiumn of IU35 with
an opL’rt ^chdllrship in

mathematic*. Td us , hss. Linntcm-
porarits, there Wts nothing ^ensa-
tkmul in this; almost all lha[ we
knew about IL:IM thmug3i(iu [ Ills
school-day^ W:LS i h q t he was bound
to cod up wuTi scholarship. I-'nr the
rest he mm among ut unremarked
and unremarkable, second fiddle in
the nrch^Htia, a gord rtie^-plfiiycr-
tpcaldng i d d n -n and ih-jn always in
a he^imnt whisper.

Hi% Pint W:L =. g* Lncvimbk as h i
sdidmship and sc too was bis
research fellowship ar Yale. Then
eanir: ( he w&r, He i-ould have ^ rayed
in America or, if the authorities
had been less pfodii- .il with talent*
n ptacc could h.-ivc http, found ffir
him in one of [ho*t eccentric back-
room organt^ ition-v where wranL’Ien-
and classics tfons bcokc tuemy codes,

' n s t c f c d he enticed in 4d infantry
regiment and when I met him again

PEI a troopship bound for Jndut he
had achieved die iisiravAgAm rant
rf lance -LDTptiriiL.

After that meeting it wa^ îi
y^s before I heard of Dunald again.
I doubt if he thought of me as an
nld friend s indeed I doubt time ht
had arty old friends l)ui perhaps
because si that time I was much in
the public eye, more 50 than any

D of our 1 was easy to
find. He needed to talk r.o someone,

and so ]K VI rule inviung me to
lurmn, 1 had little inclination IP
accept but no reason for refusing,
and thus jt wi$ that T heard the
whole story in a dingy Soho nestau-
mnt and from birt own Up^ bi a
unique burnt of continuous ar.J
articulate confirfcncc .

DOMM'S j'lgh ring-War lasted for
pittncly twenty-four hours. Then,

ju^l one insignificant unit i& the
seipr staripti^ t' f Singapore, he was
taken prisoner by the Japanese anJ
shipped oil' to work on the fturma-
Siam railroad .

Sitting men were shattered by
that otperieuct and Qoniid, slightly
bfoli, even fmit, was anyrhsn;- but
strung. AT school he In d been
afflicted with a nervous Twitch
dud n tendency in btan met if he
was addressed by anyone senior to
himself. Yet on the railroad tie
Survived, enduing deprivation and
the barbarities of hfc caputs in 3

manner that was almost ompfaccni.
Neither the Japanese giUttl* nur

his follow- prisoner* coukl eve: dis-
cover the tatinx of his strength. He
suifeted from the broiling sun no
less than did his companions] even
more than most lie was unhand foi
continuous physical drudgery , and



!
Qjili49*

be shrajih £ndm the brutalities TD
which si] were subjected . Bur all
The time an|he blackboard of lii.S
mind he waited it maihemoriu!
problems, ekising GUI puirt. hutflUil-
den and tragedy,

Early EH 1941- ;u a time when
must of ihi: survivors in the camp
emild steely summon ih<-‘ c^crny
to cii the miserable raiitots which
would keep diem from their graves,

Don.sld hegan W put on Weight , and
hU would have been even more

surprising m those of us who had
known him at -chont than hi 1*
riSiilitflct—he grew convivial, a focus
of strength lor his dispirited cym-
pauim Througbotn LJLC Iasi year of
^privity he wa* ebullient, resource-
ful , confident, and, for die first and
only rime in life, indisputably a
leader*

Release <amz at last, and no
sooner wn Donald bide m England
than he was on rhe train to Cbtfbrd
and knocking on the dooj of A, H.
WynyarqL Eegiu.1 PrOfeltrf of
±Muhemactcs.

Wynyaid was a. grrai rnaihe-
maiidan: almost alone he tad sus-
tained the rcpu -^licun of the Oxford
school at a rime when Cambridge
M ari plush with world-famous. mathe-
maticians. He was 21 austere man
who in.! never succumbed 10 [he

Syb^riljMn [ kai was LU.-.JiiniJry among
his academic colleague? and w ho
WEB nor given to denmnjv- Lriting
friendship ti\cn lor hlt- btagliicr
pupilv.1fc greeted Donald M ,irmly
as ho knew how md offered ivhjt he
thought ’.vta appropriate hy way i

'

hospitality" a cup of tea. Rut Donald
could nut wait , As U'ynjLuJ stood
there. icBp.11 in one blind and tooling
kcEilc in thL- other* he paraded his
calculation*. line by line, equation by
eqttfltifflii i 1

_r: L os he had dnflt DUL

there on the railroad, jus.t he did
for me, despite my natal inLUpucit y
to comprehend, a few months Eater
in Soho, And for Wrayard, who
did undcrstJuid , Donald at last
came to JTCCOJIM:acting that glorious
moment in January' 19+1 ui'icn he
realised that his; thauglit-ptucesses
had arrived at it triumphant -and, to
a scholar, m earth -shaking conclu-
sion —when he knew itat be had
prtxluocd and proved bdjlbnd dispute
a theory unknown to all hi malhc-
mmudan predecessors.

Wynyard put down eta topoi
and die kvicle. lie moved across the
mtrn and: with a gesture th;it t :Linc

awkwardly from a. ninn unaceij -turtied
to showing affection , pul sn
round Donalds shoulders and led
him tin [he only Jjmuhair. Still with-

out saying a word , he shuffled
Lhfcmgi] a cupboard and eame out
with n bottle of whisky ^nd a glass.
He Lilkd die glass. as if lie were
pouring beer , handed it tr Dnruld,
Llu-n drew up a kitchen chan and,
almost Knee to Knee* MI fating his
GfiOliniC JlUdCUL

"Drink up, Donald." ( He had

?

)

J. E. i\{nrpur%0 /os 10Wtm
neenry fttf&r* ifKiuding the P&tguin
History of the foiled States, Barnes

I i ^ and Treason at Wei[ Pniinl*
This is his jeccT.'i / earnrtbitTim to
HJackwood1

* (ice t/it April 1977
issut )*
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Christian name.)
superb, this theory of yuurt, ttiagni*

Iktrisi , bciinifulr But . . .\and now
i t wa* WynyiirJ v. hD Wds vtuill L'l j rtg
over hh touiris “bill . , . T have i:
here somewhere . . . In 1942 or
perhaps in 1943 it wa*
Svcnsoti . , , you know* Albert
Svetlan at Uppsala . . * Svenson
who published that theory
in my opinion mare chan a tliimry,
iiJs inconticwcrtibEc . . . and put n
uni in an American iournnl. Now
which jounttl was it? i know I have
ii here somewhat.1*

Dimk up. it’fi wt have much to My < o £Ach other*
hui then we never did cimverse a
grw dcaJ . Svm so* now that
Wynyard i% dead . I conic dmtr tn
htin^ a friend tliisn any olticr person
he knows, lie lives comfortably
Cnod^h m s sin -dl .ipurlinem 4cc

[he esclosii ^ New England
collie where lie leather A hnJiekir
who I!i! h no elpruhiiT tastes except
coUecdhv recording? of dns icaJ
music do very wdt on an Ameri -
can piirfrasariaJ ssfary, jnJ Donald
bus the himdsntne supplement of
fnyhliics frosn ]ii^ wxL-bookj which
is used in tltc irehlnmn MDI hejLUC i cs
course in almost every college and
univ-trsiTj' m Lhe United Smtev.
But 'sometimesi as 1 sit with him
liilclliilg tu Kibeliuli at tinLjh J
Think thaT I sog vim^tnrn^ behind
his eyes. Though I cemn:- L read nr
comprehend it* T know liut he ii
chalking hieroglyphic* tin the black-
board of mind, and I cannot be
certain if it is sweat or tears that
blind him In lhai Wtttdrcu*
realisation of Q.E.D.

Prnfu^tijr
T

r T -m

-~r
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DtmdJ w;i j never tlecnil to the
Royal Society. In that he has con-
founded thi: predjeiioni that wî rc
made about him when he was
fccVtUttm* Hut. after .til . lie did
waste much of his twenties building
a railway in 33tm> mid it is said
that if rrurthciruticLins arc not rn the
Royal before they are thirty, they
never wi u be- I KS1 111 m alm t̂ every
time I go to the Stares. Noe that
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